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! Mrs Norton
Miss Lovelock Mrs Batty Miss O'Donell
Class Teacher Nursery Nurse Nursery Nurse Teaching Assistant
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Attendance
EveryPupil, EveryDay

Good attendance is an essential foundation for all pupils to get the most out of their school
experience including, attainment, wellbeing and wider life choices. This is why good
attendance and punctuality are a priority for us at Airedale Infant Academy.

Ourvalues of Care, Aspire and Succeed run through everything we do here at Airedale Infant
Academy, and we aim to instil these values in all our students. We want to help develop our
children into happy, well-prepared and confident young children, who adopt an ‘Il can’
mentality and aim high in all they do. To enable us to achieve this and be the very best we
can be, we are committed to working in partnership with students, their parents/carers and
the community. Our absolute aim is to make the most of every young person’s time with us.

To achieve good attendance and punctuality, it is important that everyone ensures our
school is somewhere pupils want to be. We do this by providing a calm, orderly,
encouraging, inclusive, safe and supportive environment for pupils to learn. We ask parents
and carers to acknowledge and recognise their legal responsibilities to ensure that their
child/children receive an efficient, full-time education by securing and maintaining good
school attendance. Working together we can address any concerns and overcome barriers
to achieve good school attendance for all pupils.
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Attendance Officers

Ms V Till

Attendance and Inclusion Officer

School Admissions i
Trained Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) |

Mrs L Wells

Learning Mentor

Attendance Officer

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)

Our attendance officers are here to help all families with school attendance matters. They

actively encourage & promote good school attendance and offer support & interventions to
improve attendance where necessary.
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Learning Lost

Pupil attendance is communicated with parents and carers in percentages, as is other
essential information. Whilst a result of 90% in an academic test is considered positive, and
a good achievement, in terms of attendance it means improvement is required. Please find
below information on just how much learning is lost to absences: -

Please can we kindly request all absences from school are reported to our attendance team
by calling 01977 519281 and selecting option 1 for attendance. Our attendance officers can
also be contacted via email at ais-ajs-attendance@aja.castlefordtrust.co.uk

Castleford Academy Trust and Airedale Infant Academy do not support parents and carers
taking their children out of the academy for holidays during term time. Preplanned absences
of 2 days or more must be requested by completing a Leave of Absence Request available
on our website or from the main school office.
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Attendance Days Number of Days
Percentage Attended Absent
100% 150 0
Excellent
99% 188 2
98% 186 4
Impressive
97% 184 6
96% 182.5 7.5
95% 180.5 9.5
94% 178.5 11.5
93% 176.5 13.5
At Risk of Becoming 92% 174.5 15.5
Persistently Absent 91% 173 17
90% 171 19
Persistently Absent
89% 169 21
88% 167 23
Serious Attendance 87% 165.5 24.5
Concerns
Improvement Needed 86% 163.5 26.5
85% 161.5 28.5




What is the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The Early Years Foundation Stage covers the first stage of a child’s care from birth to five years old.

It sets the standards to ensure that all children learn and develop, as well as keeping them healthy
and safe.

All schools and early years providers in England must follow the EYFS.

Included in the EYFS are the 7 Areas of Learning. They are:
e Communication and Language

e Personal, Social and Emotional Development

e Physical Development

e |iteracy

e Mathematics

e Understanding the World

e Expressive Arts and Design
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Department
for Education

The EYFS Framework

* In 2019, the government proposed changes to the EYFS. These changes
have now been made, and all early year's settings and schools will follow the Early years

new EYFS from September 2021. .
foundation stage

* The aim of the changes is to improve the learning for all children and better statutory framework
prepare them for the move into year 1. For group and school-based providers

Setting the standards for learning,
development and care for children from

* To help make the right changes, evidence was looked at to find the best birth to five
ways children can be supported in developing as they grow. The changes also Dated: 11 October 2024
hope to give children the best start in life and set them up well for their future. Effective: 01 November 2024

* Not all parts of the EYFS have changed, some elements have remained the
same or similar. ;
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Key Changes

1.) Reduced the amount of unneeded written recordings and assessment of children by staff.

Staff are encouraged not to keep a large amount of written evidence that proves children are able to do lots
of things. Practitioners know the abilities and skills of each child, and understand how to support them to
develop. By taking away the need for constant recording, it helps to develop more natural play,
conversations and interaction between adults and children.

We use a digital platform called Tapestry to encourage you to share your learning experiences from home in
order to truly document your child’s learning and development.

In the past we have kept examples of your child’s work however we feel it is more beneficial to share these
with you in order promote conversations about your child’s learning at home.

[ X Tapestry Childhood
' Education Platform

TAPESTRY
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1. Tapestry Childhood
Education Platform

TAPESTRY

&,

How to access Tapestry

Tapestry is accessible both from a browser (e.g. Chrome, Firefox, etc) via
tapestryjournal.com, and an app, available to download for iOS and Android.

# Download on the

@& App Store

GETITON

® Google Play
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Further information

Visit the Parents & Carers section on
Tapestry’s website for more information
and FAQs: tapestry.info/parents-carers/




Key Changes

2.) There is more of an emphasis on the importance of developing communication and language skills as
well as a higher focus on sharing stories.

Children should be supported in building up vocabulary by increasing the number of words they know and
can use. We recognise that good language skills are the basis for all other learning and social interaction and
so we as adults regularly chat with the children 1:1, but also facilitate the children in communicating with
their peers in class discussions but also during their own play schemes, modelling language and encouraging
them to extend their ideas.

Children are exposed to rich language through our topic lessons. The meaning of new vocabulary is explored
and put into context for children. It is revisited over a period of time.

During ‘Talk Through Stories’ each day we extend and deepen children's comprehension and vocabulary,
teaching five new words each week.
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Speech and Language

We now offer speech and language therapy with a qualified speech and language therapist two times a week

Q

Assessment

Assessment may include
working with children one-
on-one and using
standardised tests, though
will also include observing
children in setting and
speaking with the adults
who know them best.

Airedale Infant Academy

Advice & Strategies

Therapy is developed in
partnership with staff, to
make sure it links with
learning and social needs
as well as fitting smoothly
into day to day activities
and the overarching
curriculum.

Working together to achieve excellence for all

g

Direct therapy

We work with pupils
individually, in small
groups or in the
classroom, using evidence
based approaches. Ideally,
a member of staff will
work alongside so
strategies can be
modelled and reinforced

to support best outcomes.

LINGS®

by Wendy Lee LTD

Reporting

We provide outcomes of
assessments and in
progress reports,
providing guidance to
support understanding of
needs and implementation
of best practice strategies.
We also provide detailed
diagnostic reports for the
EHCP process.




Speech and Language Therapy l.l N c .

by Wendy Lee LTD

Alongside LINGO the EYFS team deliver

‘Chatterboxes’ speech and language sessions

three times a week. cpﬁ) Qtt 2 e
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Key Changes

3.) There is a focus on encouraging healthy choices overall and an understanding of oral health.

It is now a requirement of the EYFS curriculum to teach children the importance of brushing teeth.
Practitioners should focus on helping children to understand how to make healthy choices, for example
exploring which foods to eat and why. The government recognise that getting into good routines from a
young age is important as these often continue into adult life.

All children are offered a piece of fruit each day and many are eligible for free milk up to the term they turn
5. Fresh drinking water is available to children throughout the day.




Our Teaching Sequence

Early Years
Learning & Development
Teaching Sequence

PRIME

Perzonal, Social & Emotional
Development

(PSHE — SCARF)

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
I Can Sing 4 Let's Celebrate | | oP'c WhoHelpUs | Downonthe Farm | rere we Live | LeTS Talk About
Rainbow Feelings
D | 609
[ e
Fae 3 00 Y
- ¢

Jain in with songs & rhymes

Listen and respand in a small
group

Use: longer sentences to

Develop corfidence in rew social
situations

Me and My Relationships

Develop a sense of commurity

Engoge in phay with others

Valuing Difference

Identify and urderstand their own
feelings

Become more autgoing with
urfamilizr pecple

Keeping Safe

evelop independence and a
senze of responsibility when
selecting activities & resources
to achieve o goal

Rights and Respect

Play with others, extending and
elabarating play ideas

Take responsibility for tasks

Being My Best

o Listen and resgond Use a wider rarge of vocobubary Use talk to expressa paint of recall events
Talk in simple serfences vigw Turr-take i fian and
Turn-take in conversation Answer questions about I:ror:fime Ii: ;:rn‘wmnyrsu ;:::s Talk about what happered in
Visit from Wakefield Library illestrations in bocks Understand 'why questions : the beginning, middle and end
e Visit to Airedale Library of a story
Follow rules

Recognise & understand the
feelings of others

Find solutions to conflicts

Growing and Changing

Coordiratirg movements

Contralling movements

Movemerts and bakince

Physical
Development

Literacy

Airedale Infant Academy

FINE MOTOR

Dexterity & muscle memary

Effective use of one-handed fools ard equipment

Huold a pencil with increasing contral

Haold a pencil in a tripad grip

Develop pencil contral

Use mark making tools with increasing contral

Letters and Sounds:

T s e Ml Ervironmental and Instrisnesntall

Sourds

Lefters and Sounds-
Body Percussion and Rhythm and
Rihyme

Letters and Sounds:
Alliteration and Voice Sounds

Letters and Sounds: Blending and
Segmerting end RWT picture cordg
&

Fred Games

Letters and Sounds: Blending
and Segmenting and RWT
picture cards &

Fred Sames

Set 1 single sounds
& oral blending /
Fred games

Comtinue Set 1 single sounds
& oral blending
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Early writing and mark-making

Crawirg represertations of familiar objects/pecple and assigning

Begin to form recognizable letters and write some or all of their

mearing to marks name
Begin to write for a purpose and develop letter formation
Mumbers 1-4 rumbers 14 rumbers 1.5
Mumbers 1-3 Mumbers 1-3 Numbers 1-5
Which group has more/fewer? ki s and symbals Frablem sal
. . ing marks an
Colowr, matching, sorting, size Introduction to Subitising " =¥ soning Representing numbers
Rowtes and Locations ubitisi Routes and Locati
L itisin
Noticing 2D shapes Recognising Fattern 4 28 and Locations 3b shapes
Height & Length .
Pasitional Language 2D shapes Sequencing Changing length and capacity
Weight s . -
SquEncirg Combiring shapes Patterns (noticing errors)
Capocity ABAB Patterns

Airedale Infant Academy

Past & Present
(Histery)

People, Culture &
Communities
(Eeography)

NURSERY Long Term Plan

Begin o make sznse of their

Ordering of events

Recalling their own experiences

Sequencing everts ina

Recalling their own

Talk about similarities and

awn Iife-story and family plunﬂ.nnimul lifecycle experiences of places they differences ui:-m.ﬂ something
histary Talk about something that has ~caterpiller to butterfly have been row and something from the
Recalling their own experiences happened from the past -5eed to plant past
of celebrations
Growth & change
Famiky photographs
{then and now)
Mame members of my own Explore family celebrations, Show interest in dif ferent Tdentify similarities and Where do my family come Talk about what I can see ina
famity birthdays, wedding at Holy Cross occupations differences between people fram/live? phatograph
Church, new baby, christening ) ) _

Observig etc Tezth & healthy eating Explore and develop o positive Recalling their aun Talk about different places
similerities/differences ) attitude toward the experiences of places they ather than Castleford
between myself & others Cultural ce'thF: Falice and Murse visit differences ecross peaple & have been

Halloween, Bonfire Might cultures from around the world
Know that there are different

Explore religious events -
Tiwali ard Christmas
(traditions)

Share photos of Their
celebrafiors
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courtries in the world and talk
about personal experiences.
Fhotos of Tomily holidays

Tdentify
similarities/dif ferences




Talk abowt what T can ses. Explore o collection of Using our senses to explore Urderstard the resd to respect| Use books and ICT 1o ':"-"E‘If'” Explore and talk about forces
materials with similar/different ratural materials and care for the natural krowledge and understanding including megnets
Uszing cur senses to explore properties ervirgnment and all livirg things ) )
natural materials Growth, change & decoy with Talk about what fthey know | Inwestigete the mecharics of
ratural materials Urderstand the key features objects including toy
The Matural {Winter to Spring) of the life cycle of o plart and Ask questions vehicles to see how they
World (Science) an animal - Livirg Eggs work; wind-up foys, pulleys,
Ian's Maobile Farm cog efc
Plant seeds and care for growing
pharrts.
Explore colour mixing Explore different materials Investigate diffenent materials Make imaginative and complex Tein different materials & Show different emotions in
for crafting, explore texture small worlds using blocks ard develop ideas for making their drawings
Sive meaning to marks Join different materials ) ) props
together Draw straight and curved lines. . Use respurces ta join Dm.ur with I'.I"n:l'EH:ISi."I.g
.“! . Diraw closed shapes with cortinuous e e T&ﬂ:ﬁxf e materials fogether complexiy. !Jslr.g shl:rp.e,s o
Materials Christmes Card and decoration el represent nb.ledd; cgl;wl include
. some detoi
{Art and BT) Cut using tools Make mu:lrj!.ls ""1: € purpaze
tf ming. Use colour fo show emotions
and feelings in pairtings
Use paint brush with increasing
confrol
Explore playing with small Listen 4o music Explore instruments Listen to athers to develop a Develop complex storias Create/improvise own sangs
waorld foys storyline in play when using small world
Remember & sing entire songs Talk abowt the sound an instrumert Clap to the pulse of music
Begin to develop stories in makes Play instrument loud and quiethy, - : . .
pretend play Maove my bady to the beat of fast and show Singin a law/high pitch voice. Use languoge and ideas from
the music Retell experiences and events in Sing for other people stories in imogirative play
imaginative play
Me and My Relatiorships Valuirg Difference Keeping Safe Rights ard Respect Being My Best Growing and Changing
Visit from Wakefizld Library . X Lor's Mabile Farm . - . . Visit from Wakefield Library
Service Wedding ot Hely Cross Church Palice ard Murse Visit Living Eggs Visit to Aireale Library Service
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A Typical Nursery Session

AM - 8:45-11:45am PM -12:15-3:15pm

» Morning register » Afternoon register

» Phonics » Phonics

» Independent learning time » Independent learning time
» Snack time » Snack time

» Mathematics » Mathematics

» Independent learning time » Independent learning time
» Story/nursery rhyme time » Story/nursery rhyme time

Airedale Infant Academy | Working together to achieve excellence for all .




Learning at Home
Buddy the Bear

One child will be chosen each Friday to take Buddy our ‘50 Things to Do Before I'm Five’ bear home for the
weekend. Buddy enjoys completing activities from the '50 things to do before you are 5’ whilst | am staying
with you.

Reading Mascot
Our class reading mascot goes home every Friday so that one child from each class can share our weekly ‘Talk
Through story’ with their parents/carers.

Homework Challenges
There are nine homework challenges to complete each term that link to our learning in school. We would love
to see what challenges you have completed uploaded to Tapestry. e ————
Busy Bags and Story Sacks
We offer a wide range of busy bags and story sacks for you to take home and T
support your child’s learning further. Please ask a member of the EY team if you = |[Zruc @ == T
would like to take a busy bag or story sack home. Sl N ) [
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Staying Up-to-date

> Arbor

At Airedale Infant School, we use the Arbor App. The app:

Scan to Download the Arbor Parent App for your phone from the QR
codes below.

Android Play Store i0S App Store

@m,o'@

B b

. Allows us to send you messages regarding your child.
. You to see and amend your child’s details and records.
. Pay for school trips, lunches and more.

and instructions on how to log into yDur account will be sent by email to parents once your child
has joined us in September.

Airedale Infant Academy
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Useful Information

Parent flyer

We send out a parent flyer every half-term to share an

overview of what the children will be learning.

Our website is continually updated. We have 2 dedicated
pages for Early Years full of useful information, resources

and help for you.

Airedale Infant Academy

Working together to achieve excellence for all

‘People Who Help Us’.|

Literacy

I reading, the Read, Write, Ind scheme will
continue to be tsught to develop and embed
children's phonetic knowledge. Please
continue to read and practise sounds with your
child a1 home 1o consolidate their learming.

Orwer spring term, children will be taught to
writE, wodds, lisns, capticns, and samienies
wiing & capitsl letter, fingar space and full stog.
‘We will write a letter when leaming about
postal workers and walk to the local post box
0 POFT QT leTDers

Mat 2]

Throughout this hall term vwe will continué to
develop our oral numbsr skills through Counting
Tonaards and baciowands

Children will explore rumibers & 1o 10 through
counting, substising, representing numbers, writing
Ak and matching number and Guanting

W will ther expdore how nuenbers can be made in

différant ways 1o make 10 and 18t 1o recard our
findings

rsonal, i tional
13" February

This half term we will be

lar’s Mobile Farm visit Thursday

Expresiies frt & Design

Children will have the

encouraging children o play

cpportunity to develop

with a larger group af friends
and &nsure that they are
confident in telling each other
about their work and play as
well a5 sharing and Taking
Lurnes.

Children will achieve 521
EAMEELE, Bnd we will 3k
children 1o set their own
tangets 1o work hard 1o

i o i

imaginative play with athers in
our weny cravn “Post Office.”

We willl revisit price learming
wsing primary colours to create
B secondary colowr wihen
painting pictures of vegetables

When eaplaring media and
material, the children will use
tools to create their awn
emergency vehiches

achieve

Unsiersyanding of the Wl

Wie will B valking aboet tha different peaphi wha
sl us and thisr roles within socety. Wi will kam
about partal workers, traffic cantrol officers,
epchanicy, dentas, and farmers. W will look st
farm machineny and discuss how it s different from
whid pidn A Wi & Ipacial vite from Lan's Mok
Farr

Crildren willl obsenda the season winter, talking
about and drawing the cranges that they can see.

BE

FE will continue To be 0n 3 Wednesdsy moming
Please ensure children come to schoal in their uniform
=0 that the children can practise getting undressed
and dressed for P.E, Please prowide tape if your child
has ear plercings

PE comches will comtinue to lesd the sessions, this half
refre wee will be focusing on balance amnd ball skills.




&
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