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What is the Early Years Foundation Stage?
The Early Years Foundation Stage covers the first stage of a child’s care from birth to five years old. 
It sets the standards to ensure that all children learn and develop, as well as keeping them healthy 
and safe.

All schools and early years providers in England must follow the EYFS. 

Included in the EYFS are the 7 Areas of Learning. They are: 
• Communication and Language 
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
• Physical Development 
• Literacy 
• Mathematics 
• Understanding the World 
• Expressive Arts and Design
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The EYFS Framework

• In 2019, the government proposed changes to the EYFS. These changes 
have now been made, and all early year's settings and schools will follow the 
new EYFS from September 2021. 

• The aim of the changes is to improve the learning for all children and better 
prepare them for the move into year 1.

• To help make the right changes, evidence was looked at to find the best 
ways children can be supported in developing as they grow. The changes also 
hope to give children the best start in life and set them up well for their future. 

• Not all parts of the EYFS have changed, some elements have remained the 
same or similar.
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Key Changes

1.) Reduced the amount of unneeded written recordings and assessment of children by staff. 
Staff are encouraged not to keep a large amount of written evidence that proves children are able to do lots 
of things. Practitioners know the abilities and skills of each child, and understand how to support them to 
develop. By taking away the need for constant recording, it helps to develop more natural play, 
conversations and interaction between adults and children.

We use a digital platform called Tapestry to encourage you to share your learning experiences from home in 
order to truly document your child’s learning and development. 

In the past we have kept examples of your child’s work however we feel it is more beneficial to share these 
with you in order promote conversations about your child’s learning at home.
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Key Changes

2.) There is more of an emphasis on the importance of developing communication and language skills as 
well as a higher focus on sharing stories. 

Children should be supported in building up vocabulary by increasing the number of words they know and 
can use. We recognise that good language skills are the basis for all other learning and social interaction and 
so we as adults regularly chat with the children 1:1, but also facilitate the children in communicating with 
their peers in class discussions but also during their own play schemes, modelling language and encouraging 
them to extend their ideas. 

Children are exposed to rich language through our topic lessons. The meaning of new vocabulary is explored 
and put into context for children. It is revisited over a period of time.

During ‘Talk Through Stories’ each day we extend and deepen children's comprehension and vocabulary, 
teaching five new words each week.
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Speech and Language

Therapy
We now offer speech and language therapy with a qualified speech and language therapist two times a week.
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Speech and Language Therapy

Alongside LINGO the EYFS team deliver

 ‘Chatterboxes’ speech and language sessions

 three times a week.
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Our Teaching Sequence
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A Day in Reception
AM 

 Morning register/lunches

 Read Write Inc

 Independent learning time 

 Dough Disco

 Writing

 Independent learning time 

 Maths

 11:45am Lunchtime

PM

 Afternoon register

 Topic input

 Independent learning time of their 
choice

 1-1 Reading

 Story time 
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Read, Write, Inc
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They will then begin the Sound Blending books in class using partner-practice. The children 
work in pairs, one pointing beneath each sound while their partner sounds out the word 
using Fred Talk before attempting to blend the word. Then, he or she can turn over and 
check if they’re right using the picture clue. The children then switch roles and repeat. 

Initially children will sound blend with overt Fred-talk however as their confidence grows, 
they will be taught to silent blend, ‘Fred-in-your-head’. Eventually, the aim is that our 
children leave us ‘speedy reading’. 
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As their confidence in sound-blending and partner-practice grows, the 
children progress from reading words to reading captions in ditties. 

At this stage, children are expected not only to read simple captions but 
also to be able to hold a dictated short sentence in their head and use Fred-
fingers to spell each word in order in their exercise book.

e.g. the cat sat in mud. 

Your child will read several simple ditties in lesson over the course of 
the week and will receive one photocopiable ditty to practice at 
home. These texts will often contain red words, e.g. I the my – 
non-decodable words that have to be recognised by sight instead
and then sentences in Red, Green and Purple Storybooks. 
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Reading Records

Your child will be given a reading record in which they will keep their reading 
book and any reading activities to consolidate at home. Listening to your child 
read is crucial for their development, we ask that you listen to your child 

read at home three times a week or more and make a note in their record

to share their progress, struggles and achievements. 

Please bring your reading record and reading book to school everyday.
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Learning at Home
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